Any girl can be glamorous
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“shiseido art egg” is an open-call program in which Shiseido supports emerging artists whose creations stimulate the senses
and offer different and diverse values, expanding the possibilities for new kinds of beauty, the opportunity to showcase their
work in solo exhibitions. Since the program was launched in 2006 a total of 51 artists / artist units have presented their work
in this manner, and gone on to grow their presence on the art scene.

Suzueri, the artist featured in this, the second phase of the exhibition, creates devices that connect musical instruments and
light bulbs to handmade electronic circuits and communications equipment to explore the narratives of the sounds and lights
that emerge from these systems. In addition to her work as an artist, she is active as an improvisational musician. In this
exhibition, she focuses on the life of Hedy Lamarr (1914-2000), a famous Hollywood actress who was also an inventor.

The title of this exhibition, Any Girl Can Be Glamorous, is a quote from Lamarr, who once said, “Any girl can be glamorous.
All you have to do is stand still and look stupid.” This sarcastic remark can be seen as a reflection of her worldview, which
was shaped by a variety of experiences.

The exhibition makes use of Lamarr’s life and works that apply her inventions to consider the relation between
communication and society, and women’s way of life.

Artist Statement

In recent years, due in part to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, | have had several opportunities to engage in
improvisational performances online. What intrigued me about these experiences was how to incorporate lags in
communication into the performance. | also became interested in how communication itself could be translated into music
and artistic expression.

Today, we are almost completely dependent on the internet for our daily communications. Technologies such as Wi-Fi,
Bluetooth, and GPS, which underpin this infrastructure, are based on a secret communication system designed to guide
torpedoes that was patented in 1941 by the composer George Antheil* and the actress Hedy Lamarr.

| “discovered” this invention while researching unconventional piano-playing techniques, as it utilizes the mechanics of player
pianos. While | was already familiar with Antheil as an avant-garde composer and pianist of the early 20th century, | had little
knowledge of Lamarr beyond her Hollywood career.

In watching her films and reading books about her, | began to notice themes such as age, appearance, and social approval
— issues that women are inevitably faced with to one degree or another. | was struck by the contrast between the perception
of Lamarr as “the most beautiful woman in the world” and her present-day legacy as “the mother of Wi-Fi.”

| decided to gather some materials about Lamarr and “transmit” them in order to see what kind of narratives would emerge
from communication as a medium.

suzueri

*George Antheil

Born in 1900 in New Jersey, USA, George Antheil was a leader in 20th-century avant-garde music. He was closely involved with
prominent figures who shaped the artistic movements of the time, including Erik Satie, Pablo Picasso, and Jean Cocteau.

One of his most well-known works is the score for Ballet mécanique, a 1924 film directed by Fernand Léger, and shot by Dudley Murphy
and Man Ray. In the music he composed for the film, Antheil integrated traditional instruments like grand piano, xylophone, and bass
drum with unconventional sounds such as sirens and airplane propellers.

In addition to his experimental compositions, Antheil had a successful career composing scores for Hollywood films.
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Looking for her picture

2025
Pencil on paper, frame

Hedy Lamarr wore many hats — she was an actress and a producer
as well as a wife and a mother. She played the piano, invented
things, made pictures, and in her later years, became obsessed with
plastic surgery.

While | was in New York, | had a chance to see an exhibition about

5-A

Lamarr’s life. In a quiet corner of the venue, | noticed a picture from
her later years. It was made with colored pencils, and looked like a
cross between a flower and a face, exuding a peculiar, almost
ominous presence.

The artwork wasn't included in the exhibition catalogue, and even
after searching online, | couldn’t find any trace of it. When | looked at
the picture, | felt like | was peering into a deep hole. Since then, |
have been searching for her face and her pictures.

3

WD+
FEF/ VL/AF BFBEFEK.AYE1—5. 705105~

The Paradoxical Commandments

2025
Toy piano, solenoid, handmade electronic circuits, computer, projector
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A piano would be too large to fit in a torpedo

2025
Upright piano, solenoid, handmade electronic circuits
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There are several recordings of Hedy Lamarr speaking on the phone
from her later years. In one of them, she is reading Kent M. Keith’s
“The Paradoxical Commandments,” a poem that carries a tone of
resignation, urging us to love others despite their selfishness.

In conjunction with this poem, a toy piano placed upstairs in the
exhibition venue communicates with an upright piano downstairs.
When the toy piano plays notes corresponding to the letters A
through G in the poem, the names of the notes are conveyed
downstairs, triggering the upright piano.

This exchange between the pianos occurs via Bluetooth, a
communication technology which, like Wi-Fi, was based on Hedy
Lamarr’s invention.
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Mercurius - The Case of Hedy Lamarr
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Transmitter: LED bulbs, homemade electronic circuits, MP3 player
Receiver: speaker, solar cell, battery box, mini amplifier, switch, pencil
on paper

Along with smoke signals, light is one of the oldest means of
communication. In this work, visible light communication is achieved
by adding a sound signal directly to the voltage of the LEDs,
superimposing the sound on top of the light waveform and
transmitting it. Overlaid on each light bulb are lines from movies in
which Hedy appeared, her singing voice, news stories about her at
the time, interviews and conversations from TV programs, and the
sound of songs and interviews with her fellow inventor, George
Antheil. Point the receiver at the light and you will hear the voices that
once filled the space.

5-A~C DT F R MEP5 ICH/BLTLET
The texts for 5-A to 5-C can be found on page 5.
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Secret Communication System and Cola Tablets

2025
3D-printed objects, media player, cyanotype, generative Al*'*2

Inventing things was one of Hedy Lamarr’s hobbies. In addition to her
patented secret communication system, she apparently invented a
traffic light and a cola tablet among other things. However, none of
these things are extant. | attempted to recreate her secret
communication system and cola tablet based on existing documents
to imagine how the past might have been. First, | used generative Al
to read Lamarr’s patent applications, magazine articles, and
advertisements for her diet and cola tablets. Then | generated images
and videos*', which | converted to 3D*2 and printed them with a 3D
printer.
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Birds Notation - Washington D.C.
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Media player, handmade electronic circuit, toy piano, solenoid, light
sensor

Notes

*1: Luma Dream Machine
*2: Meshy Al

References : Web Archives: [Guide to the Hedy Lamarr and George Antheil Invention
Papers] (Smithsonian Institution Archives, 2023), [Secret communication system,
US2292387A] (Google Patents,1941) / Books: [Ecstasy and Me] Hedy Lamarr
(Bartholomew House,1966), [Hedy's Folly] Richard Rhodes (Doubleday, 2011), [Hedy
Lammar: Actress. Inventor. Viennese.] Danielle Sperra (Austrian Cultural Forum New York,
2023) / Film: [Ecstasy](1933), [Samson and Delilah](1949), [Hedy] (1966),[Bombshell] (2018)
/ Web Article: 'Most Beautiful Woman' By Day, Inventor By Night] NPR Staff (NPR archive,
2011) / Advertisements: [Royal Crown Cola] (1947), [Ayds Reducing Plan Candy] (1952)

Auido Sampling Source:

Films: [Ballet Mécanique] (1924), [Algiers] (1938), [Come live with me] (1941), [Cavalcade of
the Academy Awards] (1940), [The Strange Woman] (1946), [The Heavenly Body] (1943),
[My Favorite Spy] (1951), [Calling Hedy Lamarr] (2004), / TV show: [To Tell the Truth]
(1966), [What's My Line? ] (1958), [SHINDIG! ] (1965), [Reeling In the Years] (1969) / News
Archives: [Hedy Lamarr Sells War Bonds] (AP archive,1943) , [Hedy Lamarr in Court]
(THM,1966) / Music: [Piano Sonata No.4 'Jazz Sonata '] George Antheil, Marc-André
Hamelin (1922), [Piano Sonata No.2 'The Airplane’] George Antheil, Steffen Schleiermacher
(1922), [Death of the Machines 'Sonata No.3'] George Anteil, Markus Becker (1923),
Interview: [George Antheil Speaks] (1958)
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Hedy Lamarr was born to Jewish parents in Vienna. Her first husband was a wealthy arms manufacturer who gave her everything
but freedom. Five years into their marriage, she fled from him and Austria where Nazi influence was growing, for Paris and then
to Hollywood. She learned English, went on a diet, and was later titled “the most beautiful woman in the world.” Over her
lifetime, she got married and divorced six times, and her ex-husbands included an arms manufacturer, a producer, an actor,

a restaurant owner, an oil company president, and the lawyer who handled her divorce. She had three children and starred in
over 20 films.

OH YES, | INVENTED RADIO-GUIDED TORPEDOES.
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As a child, she took apart a music box and reassembled it so that it worked again. She advised her lover,

Howard Hughes, to streamline the design of his airplanes and invented tablets that turned into cola when dissolved in water.
With a composer friend, she patented a secret communication system for torpedoes using a player piano mechanism. However,
the Navy rejected the idea, saying, “a piano would be too large to fit in a torpedo.”

She wanted to join the National Inventors Council, but they suggested she sell war bonds instead using her beauty and celebrity

status; she raised $4.54 million.
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Any girl can be glamorous.
All you have to do is stand still and look stupid.
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At 51, she was arrested for shoplifting. That same year, Andy Warhol made a film inspired by her, with a drag queen playing her
role—a fallen Hollywood star. In the 1970s, she underwent multiple plastic surgeries and eventually withdrew from the public,
living in a hotel. Her children and friends could only reach her by phone, but once she started talking, calls would last for hours.
At 77, she was arrested again for shoplifting.

A drugaddict and kleptomaniac. She died at 85 in Florida, and her ashes were scattered in the Vienna Woods.

Goodbye, Hedy. 5.C
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Hedy Lamarr and the History of Communication Technology
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Born in Vienna, Austria on November 9, 1914. ...

Real name: Hedwig Eva Maria Kiesler
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Enrolls in a Berlin drama school at the age of 16.
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Appears in the 1933 Czech film Ecstasy under the name
Hedy Kiesler, sparking controversy for a nude swimming scene.
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Moves to the United States and
appeared in her first Hollywood film, Algiers.

Ta—s - FryqrpLbic [ARBRYELT] O
EREBDIEMTHFZME

Receives (along with George Antheil) a patent for the technology
that laid the groundwork for frequency hopping.
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Becomes an American citizen.
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Retires from the film industry.
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Arrested for shoplifting.
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Arrested for shoplifting.
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Receives the EEF Pioneer Award from the Electronic Frontier
Foundation together with Antheil for her contributions
in the field of technology.
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Dies at her home in Florida on January 19, 2000.

23— FrIMIVEESICERFEBPRBEBEAY ERLT
Inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame
alongside Antheil.
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Featured in a Google Doodle to commemorate ~ -aaae

the 101st anniversary of her birth.

Hedy Lamarr
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Samuel Morse conducts a successful telegraph experiment.
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" Alexander Graham Bell receives a patent for the telephone.
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Bell invents the photophone, a visible-light communication device,
and conducts the world’s first wireless voice transmission.
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Guglielmo Marconi successfully conducts a public experiment
in wireless communication, or radio.
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World War | begins.
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World War | ends.
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World War || begins.
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World War || ends.
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The Cuban Missile Crisis prompts the U.S. military to adopt
frequency-hopping spread spectrum communications.
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Charles Kao develops a theory of fiber-optic communication.
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ARPANET (Advanced Research Projects Agency Network)
becomes operational. The Internet is launched.
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.. Wi-Fi is created based on Lamarr’s invention.

- Bluetooth A& 1.0hFHERE D

Bluetooth Specification 1.0 is released.

Apple hiPhone % %37 Wi-Fi, GPS, Bluetooth h"—f& I E & T 2
Apple launches the iPhone.
Wi-Fi, GPS, and Bluetooth grow prevalent.

DALL-E 2, ChatGPT & EABAIIC L BEBY —ERNREEND
DALL-E 2, ChatGPT, and other generative Al services
become available to the public.

History of Communication Technology
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April 16 (Wed) — May 18 (Sun) 2025
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Closed Mondays (including national holidays falling on Monday)
Organized by Shiseido Company, Limited
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Electronic Circuit / Printed Circuit Board Design, Programming: Kinoshita Laboratory

Supported by: Kazuki Saita, Konomi Ishii, Nico Inoue, Hiroki Kaimoto, Masanobu Kanazawa,

Rei Sakura, Yasuaki Kakehi Lab, UTokyo

Curation and Design: Masaki Oikawa
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_Handout

Editing and Design: Masaki Oikawa

Texts (pp.3-5): suzueri

English proofreading: Christopher Stephens
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